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Foreword to the
Second Edition

Like Mike Bowen, I also own a shelf or two (or three) of “bird-finding”
guides for places all over the world that I have visited or hope to visit.

But I also own several copies of A Birders Guide to Montgomery County that
was so beautifully crafted by the Montgomery Bird Club. It was espe-
cially gratifying to observe the response to the initial effort, so much so
that we even required a second printing. As the remaining stock of books
dwindled away, we had to decide whether to simply do a third print-

ing of the original or to roll up our sleeves and produce a second edition,
chronicling the changes that have occurred in our ever-growing, urbanizing
area. Thankfully, Howard Lefkowitz offered his considerable managerial
expertise and stepped up to the task as Managing Editor. Along the way,
he recruited a committee which included Stephanie Lovell, a new member
from Hartford, Connecticut as Editor-in-Chief, plus Mike Bowen, Cyndie
Loeper, Gemma Radko and Rick Sussman. Special thanks go to Michael
O’Brien for the use of his illustrations, Rob Gibbs for providing the maps,
and Gemma Radko for design and layout of the Guide. Members who
contributed sections to the first edition stepped up to revisit their sites. Jim
Green, Cyndie Loeper, Gail Mackiernan, Dave Powell and Anna Urciolo
added to the descriptions originated by others, while Mark England, Andy
Martin, and Tom Marko created the text for new sites. The names of both
the original and second edition authors follow site description.

The intervening years have brought changes to the area some good, some
not so good. On the positive side, you will notice a new section featuring
the Blue Mash Nature Trail. With two ponds, woods and fields, Blue Mash
has added much desired habitat to the County. The Germantown Recreation
Park and the Lois Green Conservation Area qualify as new Little Treasures.
On the not so good side, there are changes to Layhill Park due to the now
quite real Intercounty Connector as well as plans that affect Little Bennett
Regional Park.

Montgomery County remains a premier Maryland birding area. The area
contains upland and riparian woodland, reservoirs, ponds, the C&O Canal,
agricultural fields, numerous parks and some vital wetlands which all con-
tribute to a fulfilling birding experience.

Many thanks go to all the volunteers who contributed to this new edition
and a hearty welcome to all who visit Montgomery County!

Good Birding!
— Helen Patton, President, 2006-2008





































































































































































































































































































































































































